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a firm alliance with it. But they would not break
with the Netherlands, now in full revolt against King
Philip. There remained only the last and almost
hopeless resort, to appeal once more to the empire.

On August I, 1597, after fifteen years of nearly
useless solicitation, and when it was quite too late to
remedy matters, the Emperor Rudolph caused an
imperial mandate to be issued at Prague, which
enjoined the English to quit the Empire within
the space of three months. This mandate was
couched in proud and fierce terms against the Eng-
lish queen, and menaced with severe punishment those
Germans who, on German soil, should put themselves
into communication with the hated Merchant Adven-
turers of England.

Great was the joy of Ltlbeck and of several other-
towns at this order, and they kept strict watch that
the imperial mandate should be obeyed. They hoped
from it the most salutary effects in modifying the
resolutions of Elizabeth.

They had reckoned without their host, or rather
they had not duly judged the character of their
opponents. Driven from Germany, the English
found a refuge in the Dutch town of Middleburgh,.
whence they conducted a lucrative trade with the
empire, awaiting some happy chance that would be
sure to arise from the now ever active discord in the
League, and that might reinstate them on the shores
of the Elbe and the Rhine.

Elizabeth meanwhile, in 1598, driven to yet further
exasperation by a Hanseatic attempt to hinder the
export of grain to England and Holland, sent word